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SELECT BOARD REPORT 
As we share this with you in April 2020, we are all experiencing uncer-
tainty for the future and where we, as a community, will stand when 
we emerge from the grips of this global coronavirus pandemic (COVID-
19). Unprecedented in our life mes, you can rest assured that Karen, 
Bill and I, along with your Town Administra on and employees are com-
mi ed to providing the services you count on to carry out the func ons 
of Our Town government. Aware that much of the work with running 
the town is borne on the shoulders of our countless dedicated volun-
teers, we look forward to the day when we can all join together, in per-
son, to share those steadfast passions once again and carry on fulfilling 
the visions set forth in our Master Plan. 

Hear ye, we present to you the Town of Peterborough, New Hampshire 
Annual Report from the office of the Select Board, year ending Decem-
ber 31,2019, a meline: 

January - April 

 Joint Select Board / Budget Commi ee mee ngs started in January

and ran weekly un l the beginning of March.

 In February, the Board approved the submission of an applica on

by Luci Corp. DBA Northeast Products (NEP) of Peterborough for work-

ing capital and equipment purchases, leading to 25 new jobs for persons 
from low-to-moderate income families. NEP is a manufacturer of Ther-
maSeat cushion products. The execu on of a Community Development 
Block Grant in the amount of $500k was facilitated through Monadnock 
Economic Development Corpora on. The total project was an cipated 
to exceed $240k of investment in Peterborough. 

 Leo Smith was promoted to Finance Director, filling the posi on

le  by the resigna on of former director Brenda Fox-Howard. Leo’s
exper se and crea vity bring fiscally sound prac ces to the team. His
implementa on of the new financial so ware acquired by the Town has
proven to be paramount to accurate forecas ng and implemen ng the
zero-based budge ng policy mandated by Town Administrator Rodney
Bartle .

 In March, the Select Board approved a $250k expenditure from the

Land Acquisi on Capital Reserve Fund to the Monadnock Conservancy
for the purchase of land adjacent to Cunningham Pond as recommend-
ed by the Peterborough Conserva on Commission. This “high priority”
piece of land consis ng of 104 acres was lauded by long me resident, 
former Select Board member Liz Thomas as “a very rich place with di-
verse wildlife including unusual bu erflies and o ers, good for both
people and wildlife.”

 In an effort to accommodate greater outreach to cons tuents,

Town Administra on added the app Burbio (www.burbio.com) to its 
exis ng list of pla orms with which to disseminate informa on to the 
public. Burbio, a community events repository, will complement the 
Town’s official website, Select Board mailing list, Facebook, Twi er and 
Nixle Alert System. Live and/or archived Select Board mee ngs are 
available on Comcast channel 22 and also Ustream, accessible online via 
the link on the Town of Peterborough home page.  
Again, in April, the Board approved the submission of an applica on by 
Nu n’ Ordinary of Peterborough, a manufacturer of a cashew based 
cheese product cultured with probio cs, for working capital and equip-
ment purchases, leading to up to 6 new jobs for persons from low-to-
moderate income families. The execu on of a Community Development 
Block Grant in the amount of $120k was facilitated through Monadnock 
Economic Development Corpora on. The total project was an cipated 
to exceed $1 million of investment in Peterborough.  

May Town Mee ng, Ballot 

 Voters turned out at the polls in May, overwhelmingly suppor ng 
the proposed fiscal year 2020 Opera ng Budget of $16,218,845, proving 
your trust in the painstaking work and collabora on between this Board, 
Administra on, Department Heads, our elected Budget Com-mi ee and 
appointed Capital Improvement Plan Commi ee.

 The Board welcomed new member Bill Taylor, filling the seat vacat-
ed by the departure of accomplished, longstanding Selectwoman Barba-
ra Miller, whose dedica on to Our Town bore evidence in her commit-
ment and tenacity right through to her final Town Mee ng. 

 A pe on Zoning Amendment asking to amend Tradi onal 
Neighborhood Overlay Zone 1 and repeal Traditional Overlay Zone 2  
failed at the ballot box due to a Pro-test Pe on requiring a 2/3rds 
majority. This would set off a series of lawsuits and Declaratory 
Judgements between The Town and a small group of residents. Your 
Select Board spent the be er part of the rest of the year media ng 
between par es involved. A task force led by Selectwoman Karen 
Hatcher was created to update the Housing chapter of the Master Plan.  
Considering facts and per nent evidence, the group intends to put 
together recommenda ons for the Master Plan Steering Commi ee. 
This will, in turn, advise the Planning Board on next steps with future 
zoning amendments. The en re Select Board considers this process to 
be a priority going forward.
Voters also swayed in favor of suppor ng the Veterans Tax Credit Ad- 



justment, one that now includes veterans of all foreign wars and con-
flicts all the way up to the present. 

May Town Mee ng, Open Session 

 Through public input led by Bill Taylor, the Select Board amended a

$4mil Bond Warrant Ar cle for funding for a new Department of Public
Works Facility to be located on Water Street near the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility down to a $2.5mil Bond for renova on of the exis ng
Facility on Elm Street, no doubt contribu ng to his successful run for
the Board seat. This Ar cle passed by a 2/3rds majority vote. Plans are
in place to design a new Fire/Rescue Facility in the same complex on
Elm Street a er the acquisi on of conserved land adjacent to the site.

 Town Administrator Bartle  presented a collabora ve project with

the Town of Jaffrey that would acquire a 528ac site containing the Cold
Stone Springs well site for another water supply, one that would re-
place Peterborough’s South Well, taken out of service in 1982 due to
contamina on from New Hampshire Ball Bearing. This Warrant Ar cle
reques ng the gross appropria on of $8.26mil, con ngent upon Jaffrey
also approving the project and a Memorandum of Understanding,
would cost municipal water users $4,047,400 in fees. With drinking
water security being a sound investment for the future, voters ap-
proved the Ar cle with a 2/3rds affirma ve vote.
Department of Public Works Director Seth MacLean proposed the es-
tablishment of the Roadway System Upgrades Capital Reserve Fund for
the purpose of the orderly repair and replacement of our established
roadway network, the upkeep of which is one of the largest drains on 
Peterborough’s municipal budget. This is a $4mil project spread over 10
years. Voters almost unanimously voted in the affirma ve and the Ar -
cle passed.

June - December 

 The Historic Town House rehabilita on con nued with replace-

ment of the slate roof and gu er/downspout system. Compromised
brickwork was mended and bids were in place for the pain ng of the
interior of the upper hall and entryway.

 An applica on for a grant to offset the cost of construc ng a Bus

Stop down in the new RiverWalk parking lot off Grove Street was reau-
thorized by the Board in confidence
that this future transporta on need
would enhance the economic vitality
of our Downtown.

 Due to the growth of popularity

and success of events that contribute
to Our Town being “A Good Town to
Live In” such as the Children And The
Arts Parade & Fes val of Lights, Thing
in the Spring / Broke: the Affordable
Arts Fair, Greenerborough, Living
Local Arts Fair and the new Night
Market sponsored by MAxT Mak-
erSpace, etc, Town Administra on
has been working on a Special Events
Policy in order to accommodate safe
prac ces for all involved.

 The Board heard from con-

cerned ci zens in several neighbor-
hoods regarding speeding vehicles
throughout town. Under advice from
Police Chief Guinard to lower speed
limits and incorporate speed actuat-
ed digital signs, speed / traffic calm-
ing efforts were put in place on Hunt

Road, High Street and Old Street Road.  

 Progress is slow moving, but con nued efforts are in play to spread

Broadband access across the town. A u lity grossly lacking in effec ve-
ness for many of the underserved community, it is that much more
highlighted in a me such as the current pandemic crisis when students
and workers need their homes to be their work sta ons. 

 Community Task Force on Housing established in August. Impres-

sive turnout with close to 40 par cipants. This group has been mee ng
monthly and will con nue to meet for the foreseeable future. 

 The Town’s Recrea on Department saw Lisa Betz promoted to the

Director posi on following the termina on of the former Director. The
search for a new Program Director is expected to be completed in late
March 2020.

 Legal engagements with respect to zoning, personnel, land use and

liability ensued in 2019. Several issues are s ll pending in coordina on
with Town Counsel.
The Board was able to reduce the New Hampshire Division of Revenue
Administra on’s recommended $30.89 tax rate for 2020 down to
$29.75 by u lizing $800k from the unassigned fund balance while s ll
retaining a healthy 11.7% for emergencies.

Plans for 2020 

 The Board is working on a plan to replace Town Administrator Rod-

ney Bartle , who we expect will announce his re rement to take effect
at the end of 2020. The search will take place mid-year allowing for a
smooth transi on upon his departure.

 The Office of Community Development is losing Pete Throop, its

Director. The search to fill that posi on is also high on the list of priori-
es.

The Town of Peterborough website redesign has been an ongoing ven-
ture, one we look to seeing completed in the near future. 

Graciously Submi ed, 
Tyler Ward, Chair 
Karen Hatcher 
Bill Taylor 

On May 11th the pedestrian bridge linking Depot Park to the Riverwalk parking lot was dedicated to re red Town 

Administrator Pamela Brenner in commemora on of her twenty years of excep onal service to Peterborough.   



FISCAL YEAR 2021 
TOWN MEETING WARRANT  
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

To the inhabitants of the Town of Peterborough, in the County of Hills-
borough, in said State, qualified to vote in Town affairs: 
   
You are hereby further no fied to meet at the Peterborough Communi-
ty Center, 25 Elm St, in said Town on Tuesday, the 14th day of July 
2020, at 7:00 a.m. (Polls close at 7:00 p.m.) for the Ballot Session of the 
Annual Town Mee ng (to act on Ar cles 1- 17).  
 

OFFICIAL BALLOT ARTICLES 
JULY 14TH, 2020 

 
ARTICLE 1.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

SELECTMAN for Three Years; vote for not more than one 
Tyler Ward 

 
TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS for Three Years; vote for not more than 

one 
Russell H. Picard 

 
BUDGET COMMITTEE for Three Years;  

vote for not more than three 
Robert “Bob” Lambert 

Carl Mabbs-Zeno 
Ronnie McIn re 

 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT for Three Years; vote for not more 

than two 
Charles “Peter” LaRoche 

Margaret “Peggy” Leedberg 
 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT for One Year; vote for not more than 
one 

Kevin L.Brace 
 

CEMETERY TRUSTEE for Three Years; vote for not more than one 
Charles “Peter” LaRoche 

 
LIBRARY TRUSTEE for Three Years; vote for not more than two 

Ronald Bowman 
Marcia Pa en 

 
PLANNING BOARD for Three Years; vote for not more than two 

Christopher Maidment 
Ivy Vann 

Andrew Dunbar 
Marlena Ferstenberg 

 
PLANNING BOARD for One Year; vote for not more than one 

Margaret “Peggy” Leedberg 
Lisa Stone 

 
RECREATION COMMITTEE for Three Years; vote for not more than two 

Brendan D. Bohl 
Katharine “Kate” Coon 

 
RECREATION COMMITTEE for One Year; vote for not more than one 

Robert Fox 
 

SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST for Six Years; vote for not more than 
one 

Judy Wilson Ferstenberg 
Carol A. Lenox 

OTHER BALLOT ARTICLES 
 
ARTICLE 2.  ZONING AMENDMENTS 
 
Zoning Amendment 1 – Proposed by Ci zen Pe on  
Are you in favor of the adop on of Amendment No.1 as submi ed by 
pe on for the Town of Peterborough Zoning Ordinance, as follows:  
Repeal Sec on 245-15.3 Tradi onal Neighborhood Overlay Zone I in its 
en rety and delete any references to it appearing throughout the zon-
ing ordinance. This includes the Appendix to Sec on 245-15.3 Tradi on-
al Neighborhood Overlay Zone I Site and Building Design Guidelines and 
Ar cle X Zoning District Boundary Descrip on and Zoning Map for Tradi-

onal Neighborhood Overlay Zone 1.  
The Planning Board does not support this pe on amend-
ment. 
 

ARTICLE A.   
Shall this town mee ng be conducted by ballot vo ng on the warrant 
ar cles, with no debate on the ar cles and no proposed amendment to 
any warrant ar cle? 
 
ARTICLE 3.  BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021 - $17,057,941 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seven-
teen Million Fi y-Seven Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-One Dollars 
($17,057,941) for the support of General Government, Water, and 
Wastewater.  This represents the fiscal year 2021 budget period, July 1, 
2020 to June 30, 2021.  This ar cle does not include appropria ons in 
special or individual ar cles addressed separately.  

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 7-1 
 

ARTICLE 4.  CAPITAL RESERVE AND EXPENDABLE TRUST 
FUNDS - $73,100 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seventy
-Three Thousand, One Hundred Dollars ($73,100) to be placed in the 
following previously established capital reserve and expendable trust 
funds: 

 Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) to be placed in the GIS Capital Re-
serve Fund 

 Eighteen Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($18,100) to be placed in 
the Police Department Fleet Management Capital Reserve Fund 

 Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000) Fire Department Apparatus and 
Equipment Capital Reserve Fund 

 Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) to be placed in the Winter Opera-
ons Expendable Trust Fund 

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 5.  BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION CAPITAL RE-

SERVE FUND - $194,256 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One 
Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand, Two Hundred Fi y-Six Dollars 
($194,256) to be placed in the previously established Bridge Reconstruc-



on Capital Reserve Fund.  The sum to come from unassigned fund 
balance.  No amount to be raised from taxa on.   

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 9-0 
 

ARTICLE 6.  TRANSFER FROM CEMETERY FUND - $3,000 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three 
Thousand Dollars ($3,000) to be added to the previously established 
Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund, and further, to transfer said amount 
from the Cemetery Trustee’s checking account to the Cemetery Ex-
pendable Trust Fund. This amount is funded 100% by the sale of deeds 
for burial lots. 

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 7.  PUBLIC GARDENS AND PLANTERS EXPEND-

ABLE TRUST FUND  
To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of an Expendable 
Trust Fund (pursuant to RSA Chapter 31:19-a) to be known as the 
“Public Gardens and Planters Expendable Trust Fund” for the purpose 
of maintaining and/or enhancing the public gardens and planters locat-
ed in Peterborough, and to designate the Select Board as agents to 
expend. This fund shall be funded in whole or in part by the proceeds of 
the Fred and Be y Fry Garden Fund held by the New Hampshire Chari-
table Founda on. 

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 8.  LIBRARY RENOVATION PROJECT EXPENDA-

BLE TRUST FUND - $220,746 
To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of an Expendable 
Trust Fund (pursuant to RSA Chapter 31:19-a) to be known as the 
“Library Renova on Project Expendable Trust Fund” for the purpose of 
retaining funds previously appropriated for the debt service of bonds 
not yet taken, and to designate the Select Board as agents to expend; 
and further to raise and appropriate the sum of $220,746 to come from 
the unassigned fund balance.  No amount to be raised from taxa on. 

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 9-0 
 

ARTICLE 9.  TRANSCRIPT DAM PROJECT EXPENDABLE 
TRUST FUND - $73,976 
To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of an Expendable 
Trust Fund (pursuant to RSA Chapter 31:19-a) to be known as the 
“Transcript Dam Project Expendable Trust Fund” for the purpose of 
retaining funds previously appropriated for the debt service of bonds 
not yet taken and to designate the Select Board as agents to expend; 
and further to raise and appropriate the sum of $73,976 to come from 
the unassigned fund balance.  No amount to be raised from taxa on. 

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 9-0 

 

ARTICLE 10.  DISCONTINUE FUNDS 
To see if the Town will vote to discon nue the following Capital Reserve 

and Expendable Trust Funds with said funds accumulated interest to 
date of withdrawal, to be transferred to the municipality’s general fund: 

 Financial So ware Capital Reserve Fund, date of establishment 
9/11/2018, approximate balance of Two Hundred Two Dollars and 
Twenty-five cents ($202.25) 

 Union Street Bridge Reconstruc on Capital Reserve Fund, date of 
establishment 8/2/2006, approximate balance of Zero Dollars 
($0.00) 

 GAR Hall Expendable Trust Fund, date of establishment 1/1/2017, 
approximate balance of Zero Dollars ($0.00) 

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 11.  FLY POND DAM RECONSTRUCTION - 
$270,000 
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two 
Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($270,000) for the purpose of de-
signing, engineering and reconstruc ng the Fly Pond Dam located off of 
Summer Street, and to authorize the Select Board to apply for, obtain 
and accept Federal, State or any and all other aid, grants, gi s or reve-
nue source that may become available for said project, and to comply 
with all laws applicable to said project and to take any and all ac on 
necessary to carry out any vote hereunder or any other ac on rela ve 
thereto.  It is intended that this appropria on will be supported by a 
FEMA grant and other matching funds.   

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 12.  ROADWAY SYSTEM UPGRADES CAPITAL RE-

SERVE FUND - $400,000 
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000) to be placed in the previously 
established Roadway System Upgrades Capital Reserve Fund.        

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 13.  FIRE STATION DESIGN - $200,000 
To see if the town will vote to raise and authorize the expenditure of 
the same of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) for the devel-
opment of a conceptual design, preliminary cost es mate and construc-

on drawings for a new Fire Sta on on a town-owned parcel located off 
of Elm Street.  

The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
3-0 
The Budget Commi ee recommends this appropria on by a 
vote of 8-0 
 

ARTICLE 14.  ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS 
IN THE RIVERWALK PARKING LOT - $35,000 – BY PETI-

TION 
To see if the Town will vote to allocate a sum of up to Thirty-Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($35,000) from the Greater Downtown Tax Incremental 
Finance (GDTIF) funds to be used for the installa on, opera on, and 
maintenance of Electric Vehicle Charging Sta ons in the Riverwalk Park-
ing lot.  Implementa on of this Ar cle will draw funds from an estab-
lished account and not increase or otherwise affect the Peterborough 
tax rate.  Both the GDTIF Advisory and Economic Development Authori-



ty support this Ar cle.  By pe on.  
The Select Board recommends this appropria on by a vote of 
2-1 
The Budget Commi ee does not recommend this appropria-

on by a vote of 4-4 
 

ARTICLE 15.  NEW HAMPSHIRE RESOLUTION TO TAKE 
ACTION ON CLIMATE POLLUTION – BY PETITION 
We the town of Peterborough hereby call upon our State and Federal 
elected representa ves to enact carbon-pricing legisla on to protect 
New Hampshire from the costs and environmental risks of con nued 
climate inac on.  To protect households, we support a Carbon Fee and 
Dividend approach that charges fossil fuel producers for their carbon 
pollu on and rebates the money collected to all residents on an equal 
basis.  Enac ng a Carbon Cash-Back program decreases long-term fossil-
fuel dependence, aids the economic transi on for energy consumers, 
and keeps local energy dollars in New Hampshire’s economy.  Carbon 
Cash-Back has been championed by US economists (Jan 17, 2019 WSJ) 
as the most effec ve and fair way to deliver rapid reduc ons in harmful 
carbon emissions at the scale required for our safety.   
 
We expect our representa ves to lead in the cri cal moment for the 
health and well-being of our ci zens and for the protec on of New 
Hampshire’s natural resources upon which we all rely.   
 
The record of the vote approving this ar cle shall be transmi ed by 
wri en no ce to our Town’s State Legislators, to the Governor of New 
Hampshire, to our town’s Congressional Delega on and to the Presi-
dent of the United States, informing them of the instruc ons from their 
cons tuents, by our town’s Select Board, within 30 days of this vote.   

By Pe on. 
 

ARTICLE 16.  MEDICARE FOR ALL – BY PETITION 
To see if the Town will adopt the following resolu on: 
 
WHEREAS, the Medicare for All Act of 2019 (HR1384 by Representa ve 
Pramila Jayapal of Washington and Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont) 
would provide publicly-funded health insurance for every person in the 
United States for all necessary medical care including prescrip on 
drugs, hospital and surgical care, outpa ent clinic- doctor’s office visits, 
primary and preventa ve care, emergency services, women’s reproduc-

ve care, long-term and home care, vision, hearing and dental care, 
mental health and substance-use disorder care and other appropriate 
medical services, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act would provide guaranteed coverage without de-
duc bles, copays and other out of pocket expenses, slash bureaucracy, 
bloated overhead and profiteering in the system, assure unfe ered 
choice of doctors and hospitals, and protect doctor-pa ent rela onship, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Peterborough will save over $850,000.00 per 
year now being spent on healthcare for its employees, and as this cost 
will be shi ed to the Federal budget, the Town being relieved of the 
drain would provide tax relief for property-owners, and  
 
WHEREAS, a simple and unified public financing system as a social insur-
ance plan, in an efficient, comprehensive, inclusive, affordable and sus-
tainable manner, maintaining care delivery private as now, is supported 
by 70% of Americans across the poli cal spectrum: 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that IF the voters of Peterborough 
support the Medicare for All Act the Select Board shall no fy New 
Hampshire’s Congressional delega on of the cons tuents’ instruc ons 
in wri ng within 30 days of the vote, to strive towards its immediate 

enactment thus assuring healthcare as a basic human right of ALL 
Americans.  

By Pe on.  
  

ARTICLE 17. NEW HAMPSHIRE RESOLUTION FOR FAIR 
REDISTRICTING – BY PETITION 
To see if the Town will urge that the New Hampshire General Court, 
which is obligated to redraw the maps of poli cal districts within the 
state following the 2020 census, will do so in a manner that ensures fair 
and effec ve representa on of New Hampshire voters.  That in order to 
fulfill this obliga on the New Hampshire General Court shall appoint an 
independent redistric ng commission that draws the new district maps 
in a way that does not rely on par san data such as elec on results or 
party registra on or favor par cular poli cal par es or candidates. 
 
The record of the vote approving this ar cle shall be transmi ed by 
wri en no ce from the selectmen to the Town of Peterborough’s state 
legislators and to the Governor of New Hampshire informing them of 
the instruc ons from their cons tuents within 30 days of the vote.   

By Pe on.   
 

SUBMITTED THIS 9TH DAY OF JUNE 2020, PETERBOR-
OUGH SELECT BOARD 















HIGHWAY REPORT 
 

As Superintendent it is an honor to manage the Highway Division within 

Public Works and our members of the Highway Division are to be com-

mended for their 2019 accomplishments and con nued dedica on to 

the maintenance of our infrastructure. The diversity and can-do ap-

proach as evidenced this year have been most appreciated. 

Major projects included: 

 Sweeping up all town roads (including chip stone to recycle for the 

following year) 

 Downtown pavement markings, crosswalks, and line stripping 

parking spaces 

 Annual mowing of EMS and Sco  Mitchell Landfills and rural road-

sides 

 Cleaned and inspected 300 catch basins 

 Reconstructed several culverts and basins 

 Chip Seal projects including Carley Rd, Old Greenfield Rd, Old 

Jaffrey Rd, Old Town Farm Rd, Powersbridge Rd, 4 Winds Farm Rd, 

Hunt Rd, and Cunningham Pond Rd. 

 Paved roads including Comple on of Old street Rd, Grey Hill Rd, 

Grant Rd, Gulf Rd, Crosby Rd, Old Bennington Rd, and Southfield 

Ln. 

 Graded all dirt roads including Bass Rd., Bogle Rd, Slab Rd, Carley 

Rd ext. and parking lots at the Recrea on Department 

 Paved numerous trench excava ons for u li es and storm drain-

age 

 Assisted U li es with gate valves, fire hydrants and emergency 

repairs of water mains 

 Assisted Recrea on Department with Grounds Ac vi es and 

Maintenance 

 Annual tree removal on roadsides 

 Maintained all street signs and were responsible for US flags on 

holidays. 

 The install of (3) new solar radar signs throughout the town 

In addi on to the above, there are many other somewhat less glamor-

ous tasks; We get calls to remove dead animals on the road, we pick up 

the road-side trash, remove fallen/dead trees etc.… 

The Highway Department as always is dedicated in serving the Town in 

emergencies of all kinds. Whether ice storms or winter blizzards, they 

always respond on me, 24-hours-a-day, seven days a week, to ensure 

the safety to school buses, emergency vehicles, and the general public. 

I would like to thank the many people and subcontractors who assisted 

us throughout the year. The help of other Town departments and offi-

cials is most appreciated in day-to-day opera ons. The support of the 

ci zens of Peterborough through their tax dollars is gratefully received. 

Community support and pride in the services provided are the greatest 

mo vators for our members. We also recognize and thank the families 

of Department members who adjust to the many hours put in, o en at 

inconvenient mes, and con nue to support the commitment of the 

members of the Department. 

Faithfully Submi ed, 

Timothy Rose, Highway Superintendent 

 

UTILITIES REPORT 
 

We have found that 90% of residen al and commercial water leaks 

a er the meter are from toilets that are leaking. If you feel that your 

water bill is higher than normal or want to be shown what to look for 

please contact the finance department to schedule an appointment at 

(603) 924-8000 ex. 103. 

The U li es division consists of six full me highly trained and qualified 

employees that maintain the water distribu on system, sewer collec-

on, wastewater treatment facility, three gravel packed wells, two wa-

ter booster sta ons and six sewer pump sta ons.  I personally want to 

thank each and every member of the U li es Department on their com-

mitment to excellence. They provide the town with the highest quality 

drinking water and treat the wastewater to a higher standard than what 

is required by our EPA permit. Being a water/wastewater operator has 

its challenges. They are expected to maintain licenses in both fields, 

which involves 40 hours of training every two years.  

Here are some highlights from 2019: 

 Underground chemical storage tanks were checked monthly 

 Water Storage Tanks were inspected and cleaned 

 The three siphons that carry sewage under the river are checked 

monthly  

 The water meter change out program is ongoing and will con nue 

throughout 2020 

 Over 300 backflow devices were tested twice a year and will con-

nue to be tested to ensure the highest quality of water 

 The U li es Department provides support in plowing for the High-

way Department during winter opera ons 

 The U li es Department donates the use of their six wheel dump 

truck for winter opera ons with the Highway Division 

 The use of hydrants and water is con nually donated to the Fire 

Department for training 

 The pretreatment program has a grease hood cleaning program 

that helps keep the sewer lines cleaner 

 There were numerous curb stops and gate valves that were re-

paired and/or replace because they were inoperable 

 In 2019/2020 there was 1 water main break 

 Storm water interconnec on mapping was started and 6 catch 

basins were iden fied to be connected to the sewer system and 

will need to be addressed in the future 

 One employee was accepted to and completed NHDES 

Wastewater Managers School  

 

The U li es Department has done an excellent job maintaining all the 

sewer and water infrastructure. They keep the clean water clean and 

clean the dirty water before it goes to the river. They are a vital piece to 

the puzzle that make up the Department of Public Works. I also want to 

thank the administra on for their con nued support for the depart-

ment. We could not get what needs to be done without their help.   

 

Respec ully submi ed,  

Nate Brown, U li es Superintendent  



CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

The Conserva on Commission oversees the town's natural resources—
wetlands, waterways, wildlife habitat, fields and forests—a mul -
faceted, at mes daun ng, charge. 

Land stewardship 

To improve stewardship of town conserva on land, the Commission 
contracted Rick Van de Poll, Ecosystems Management Consultants, for 
Natural Resource Inventories on four town proper es. The inventory 
covers four seasons and results will be delivered in 2020. Goal is a man-
agement plan for each property based on its natural resources—
forestry, agriculture, recrea on, wildlife included, and threats to them. 

 Trails work is ongoing, with assistance this past year from 
volunteer Peter Harrison, as well as neighbors of the Fernald Field off 
Old Street Road. 

 The ConCom honored Dick Fernald for his role in conserving 
what had been called the Cheney Avenue field (and abu ng forestland) 
as town conserva on land by officially naming it "Fernald Field"—a 
name neighbors have used for decades. 

 The Open Space Commi ee's report details town funding to 
conserve the Cunningham Pond viewshed plus land for trails that will be 
open to the public, a project both commi ees worked on. 

Wetlands  

Zoning change: The Commission worked with the Planning Board to 
cra  a code change to clarify certain uses allowed in the 50-foot wet-
land buffer, addressing an apparent loophole. Voters approved the 
change. 

Wetland buffer infrac ons: The Commission tracked several poten al 
and actual infrac ons, working with NH Dept. of Environmental Services 
and town staff. 

The Commission also tracked and gave comment on the Stone Barn and 
Woodmans condo projects rela ng to stormwater, flood plain, steep 
slopes and wetlands. 

The year ahead 

Stewardship of town conserva on land will remain a major focus. With 
the sunse ng of the town's Water Resources Advisory Commi ee, the 
Commission has taken over that role and will further define what that 
means. ConCom member Ma  Lundsted chairs the Local River Advisory 
Commi ee rela ng to the Contoocook and Nubanusit, and the ConCom 
values good communica on with that group. 

 

Jo Anne Carr, Alternate  
Swi  Corwin 
Bryn Dumas 
John Kerrick, Secretary 
Ma  Lundsted 
John Pa erson, Co-chair 
Liz Thomas, Alternate 
Francie Von Mertens, Co-chair 
Robert Wood, Vice Chair 
Tyler Ward, Select Board Liaison 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES REPORT 

The Peterborough Town Library Board of Trustees oversees the library 

director, approves the budget and makes policy, according to state law. 

In 2019, as in the previous eight years, the trustees have worked to 

support the 1833 Society, which is a nonprofit with the purpose of plan-

ning and raising funds for the Library for the Future. This process is 

almost complete. An updated project cost, and do ng the I’s crossing 

the T’s on the financial arrangements are all that is le  before ground 

can be broken. Over the past eight years the Board of Trustees has con-

tributed more than $830,000 to sustain this project and we plan to 

con nue to support the comple on of the new addi on and the reno-

va on of the original library building. Construc on is expected to take 

about 14 months. 

While the Library of the Future has been the primary project for the 

trustees, many other things are going on at the library, though pro-

grams are different today in the face of the Coronavirus.  

Library Director Corinne Chronopoulos, whose leadership has resulted 

in innova ve programming, is supported by the excellent staff she in-

spires to work together to serve the many and varied needs of our com-

munity.  

Other members of the trustees are Laura Hanson, secretary; Karen 

Struthers, treasurer; Ron Bowman and Ron Drogy. The three alternate 

members are Debra Caplan, Greg Kriebel and Libby Reinhardt. 

Respec ully submi ed, 

Marcia Pa en, chair 

 

 



 


















